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PROCLAMATION

BY THE GOVERNOR







WHEREAS, in World War II, approximately 2,900 American soldiers --from jungle training outfits in Panama. Trinidad, Fort Benning, mountainous areas of the United States, and the Southwest Pacific combat zones — answered a presidential call issued in 1943 for volunteers; and


WHEREAS. these soldiers — many of them Tennesseans -- volunteered for “a

dangerous and hazardous mission” and were assembled to form the 5307 Provisional

Army Infantry Unit — legendarily known as Merrill’s Marauders: and


WHEREAS, under the direction of Brigadier General Frank Merrill, these ground troops were deployed to spearhead the Chinese Army, destroy Japanese communications and supply lines behind enemy lines in Burma, and create havoc with enemy forces while an attempt was made to reopen the Burma Road; and


WHEREAS, the Marauders — without the provision of replacements -- walked over 1,000 miles through extremely dense jungles and without any tanks or heavy artillery to support them; and


WHEREAS. Merrill’s Marauders were vastly outnumbered, yet the small unit was able to defeat the Japanese 18tN Division in five major as well as 30 minor engagements: and


WHEREAS, Merrill’s Marauders completely disrupted enemy supply and communication lines and captured Myitkina Airfield — the only all-weather airfield in Burma;


WHEREAS, from their accomplishments in Burma, the Marauders were Awarded

the Distinguished Unit Citation in July, 1944 (now known as the Presidential Unit Citation which is awarded by the President in the name of Congress); and


NOW, THEREFORE, I, Don Sundquist, Governor of the State of Tennessee, do hereby proclaim, September 4,1999 as,

MERRILL’S MARAUDERS DAY

in Tennessee to honor The courage and valor these brave veterans displayed in World War II, and encourage all citizens to Join me in this worthy observance.
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